13. (4 times amended) A disposable article comprising: 
a liquid impervious backsheet; 



A) 
B) 



a liquid pervious, hydrophilic topsheet joined to said backsheet, said topsheet having an 
inner surface oriented toward an interior of said article and an outer surface oriented 
toward the skin of a wearer when said article is being worn, wherein at least a portion of 
said to])sheet outer surface comprises an effective amount to reduce adherence of bowel 
movernents to the skin of the wearer of a lotion coating which is semi-solid or solid at 
20°C and which is partially transferable to the wearer's skin, said lotion coating 
comprising: 



(i) f om about 10 to about 95% of a substantially water free emollient having a plastic 
or fluid consistency at 20°C and comprising a member selected from the group 

Dnsisting of petroleum-based emollients, fatty acid ester emollients, alkyl 
hoxylate emollients, and mixtures thereof; 

(ii) from about 5 to about 90% of an agent capable of immobilizing said emollient on 
said outer surface of the topsheet, wherein said immobilizing agent has a melting 
point of at least about 35°C; and 

C) an absorbent core positioned between said topsheet and said backsheet; 

wherein the lotion is applied to the liquid pervious topsheet in a predetermined pattern such that 
macroscopic regions c f the topsheet are untreated and the topsheet has a percent open area of from 
about 5% to about 99^?. ^ - 



16. The disposable article of Claim 13 wherein the percent open area of the topsheet is from 
about 5% to about 95%. 

REMARKS 

On March 21, 2001, Applicants verbally presented the attached amendments in a telephonic 
interview and received a favorable response from the Examiner. Applicants wish to thank the 
Examiner for granting the interview and thus expediting prosecution of the present application. 

Claims 2, 3, 8, 14, and 15 have been deleted. The subject matter of Claim 8 is being pursued 
in a divisional application filed on March 22, 2001. Claims 1 and 13 have been amended to include 
the limitation that "macroscopic regions of the topsheet are untreated and the topsheet has a percent 
open area of from about 5% to about 99%" and to delete a previously added limitation which 
Applicants believe was not furthering prosecution. Antecedent basis for the added matter was in 
Claims 2, 3, 14, 15; and/or page 27, lines 5-7. Claims 1 and 13 were also amended by expressly 
stating the purpose of the effective amount of lotion (basis found at page 13, lines 11-13) and to fix 



>„,op. use ..e wo^ 4 ... .6 .a.e a.o a.e„ae. ,o co„e« dependency 

,>X .he p.se« a™„d„.nu. No new ™uer has beeh added b, .hese a™e„dh«.u. 

Exa„.„e, reiecu C,a,n. 4-7, 9-13, and .6-26 as hein, indef,nU. fo. .he ,o„ow>n. 



reasons: 



The EKa™>ne, po,„«d on. .ha. .n a.n.s . and >3. no an.eeeden. b.s.s o. he ,n.e^. 
..he wearer- exisrs. App.iean. have amended said Cairns .o refer .o "an .n.er,cr and a we.e^ 

The Examiner s.a.ed .ha. .he ..m, -effecive a^onn," is indef,ni.e because .he resu . .ha. .he 
e«ec.ive amonn. is .0 aecompiish is no. defined nor su.ed. Page 13, iines 11-13 define . 
p"r;«ec,ive anroun." as required, bu. in an e«cr. .o e.pedi.e prosecn..on, Apphcan.s have also 

added .his defini.ion.o Claims land 13. .. i„ riaims 4-7 16-17 as 

The Examiner s.a«>s .ha. i. is no. clear wha. is mean, by "open area m Cia.ms 4 7, 16 
.he definiiion .ferences a "crorch re,o„- and .he Exa^ner s..es .here is no s-dar^e or 
ae^rrrune wha. .he crcch region is. Applica„.s direc. .he Examiner-s a..en.,on .0 pag 26. , nes 6 2. 
l:r.he ..cro.h region- is clearly defined. Applica„.s submi. .ha. .his defini.io„ of cro.c reg^ 

■'°""":i:tpLn.be,ieveeachn2reJec.ionhasbeenfnllyaddressedandrespec.fir,^ 
withdrawal of the rejections. 

^STTSC 102 - 

• ri«ims 1 4-7 9-13, and 16-22 as being anticipated by Duncan et al. 

TVip Examiner reiects Claims i, ^ / , y ^-'•> , i * « 

The Jler s„gges.s .'ha. .nncan discloses .a. ^^^;^Z r: 

,„.ion composhion which form a pa..em. AppUca„.s subm, ha. ea h^ P ^ 

- — ' - r^'TT:;.:!: - ^^^^ - - 
:e::::;::::irra?:.r,emen.sofipresen.ciai^^ 

The^fore, Applica».s respeCfully reques. wi.hdrawa, of .his basis of re,ec.,on. 

^^^^^^ ■ • „ Claims 1 4-7 9-13. and 16-26 as being obvious over Duncan in view 
The Examiner rejecs Claims 1, 4 i, ' a;,„.,. 
of Bucha,«r The Examiner suggest .ha. Duncan discloses .ha. .he »pshee. has mu,.,ple d.screre 



in the presemly clain^ed articles wherein ^^^^^ ""^^^"^^ ^"'^^j;^ 

::rsr th! re.rences teach or ..est aU o. the ciai. . Therefore, 

AppUcants respectfully request the Exan^ner withdraw the present 103 .Ject.ons. 

Attachedhereto isamarked-up version of thechangesn.adetoCla.ms 1.4, 13 and 16 by 

_nt amendment. The attachedpa.eiscaptioned«i.l^^ 

Reconsideration of this application in view of the accompanymg remarks and amendments, 
and allowance of the claims are respectfully requested. 



Marrh 26. 2001 

The Procter & Gamble Company 
Sharon Woods Technical Center 
1 1450 Grooms Road - Box C- 18 
Cincinnati, OH 45242 



Respectfully submitted, 
FOR: ROEETAL. 



By 



Kirsten K. Stone 
Attorney for Applicant(s) 
Registration No. 42,129 
(513)626-1159 
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In the Claims: 

Claims 2, 3, 8, 14, and 15 have been deleted. 
Claims 1, 4, 13, and 16 have been amended as follows: 
1. (4 times amended) A disposable article comprising: 
A) a liquid impervious backsheet; 

m a Liquid pemous, hydrophilic .opsh«. joined .o said backsheec, said copshee. having «™ 
n„ 1 surface o,ien,ed toward ^ [« imerio, o, said anie.e and an outer surface 
I„,ed toward the s^n of . (the, wea.r when said artiCe is hein. ™- — 
,eas. a portion of said tcpsheet outer surface comprises an effectrve anroun. 
^dtoLrW— n.^^^^'-*'^-^^ a iotion coatrng wh^h ,s 
lO-C and which is par,iai,y transferable to the wearers stan. and 

E) an absorbent core positioned between said topshee. and said backsheet; 
disuibution. and combinations thereof]. 

4. (Atnended, The disposable aniCe of Claim i P, wherein the percent open area of the topsheet is 

from about 5% to about 95%. 

13. (4 times amended) A disposable article comprising: 
A) a liquid impervious backsheet; 

B, a liquid pervious, hydrophilic topshee. joined to said backsheet, said topshee. having an 
Lner surface oriented .owa^ M lth=l interior of said article and an outer surfac 
oriented .oward .he skin of Mthe) wearer when said article is being worn, where.n a 
eas. a portion of said topsheet outer surface comprises an effective arr^unt ^ 
^dteLiis^d— mJ^i!'^-^^ of a lotion coattng wh.c 

i;^^;;;;;^^ .o .he wearers skrn, sa,d 

lotion coating comprising: 

(i) from abou. 10 to about 95% of a substantially water free emollient having a plastic 
' or fluid consisrency a. 20-0 and comprising a ^mber seleced from .he grou 

consisung of pem,leum-based emolliems, fany acid es.er emolhents. alkyl 

ethoxylate emollients, and mixtures thereof; 



(ii) from about 5 to about 90% of an agent capable of immobilizing said emollient on 
said outer surface of the topsheet, wherein said immobilizing agent has a melting 
point of at least about 35°C; and 

D) an absorbent core positioned between said topsheet and said backsheet; 

wherein the lotion is applied to the liquid pervious topsheet in a predetermined pattern such that 
macroscopic regions of the topsheet are untreated and the topsheet has a percent open area of from 
about 5% to about 99% [varying an element selected from the group consisting of amount, location, 
distribution, and combinations thereof]. 

16. (Amended) The disposable article of Claim 13 [15] wherein the percent open area of the 
topsheet is from about 5% to about 95%. 



